Bear j^'ave , 


1/0/89 


I’ve finished On thn *ri^l of the assassins, I have a few moments go X bei£bi what 
I may have to return to over a period of days. Or, there is no pmiat in trying to 
organize what I* 11 a ay. 


lUrst I wont to make no: & thing v© y clear, X vant everything that relates to 
me /or to uy unique knowledge to he fof the historical record only. One of the 
reasons is that X do not want to get involvet&n any kind of hassle. I’m just not 
up to it now and X think it woujd not serve Any useful purpose. 


I feel LU:e I’ve been on the trail of the assassii/of truth, or history f or 
fact, At the time, because X have personal laiowledge of much of what he writes 

about, I got a big kick oui/:f much of it. It was, in t^ose many places, recognisable t t 
but not more, just barely, Some of these would make great oral histories l 1km 

To anyao^lho knows nothing at all about what ho writes about this i^a 
great bool: that will be vei y impressive, but ignorance i3 the prerequisite. 

Xdid make notes but they 1 11 give you trouble. Somehow and for no apparent 
reason I got^^° on each thumb, first on the left, then on the right, when X did 
not cut the thumbs. They just appeared, first on the left, ^Ms inparied/ay holding 
the stenographer r s note book I wa* using so X stopj>e& that and wrote on the pages. 

V/ith the open catlike opening on the right thumb this made my writing even worse 
that it usually is and maligt give you problems. X suggest th£t where you cannot make 
it out you xerox and i'll then try to type from it, as I could not in reading the 
boon under my now pemament limitations. 


The dishonesty of this book did surprise me, well as I've known Garrison. I 
mean he lies over and/ver again, about pretty much anything and evei^rtliing. What 
I enjoyed most is where hie personall acounts are the exact opposite of jrthat I 
know the actuality to be. He lies even in his coureas, not inf requently yo avoid 
crediting my work. An example, one of many, and he likes to credit his pal Lane, 
he attributes to a POIA request by Lane, one he did not make, what Lane cribbed from 
best tlorejtm of years earlier, the PBI's "missle" receipt, which at all points 
Garrison merely lies to say is a receipt for a fourth bullet. He m$kes no mention at 
all o¥ the Leagher and Ka Hoffman books and perhaps a single one to one of mine* 
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lie s^ys the most important single thing done by any critic was Lana's work 
on the two witnesses the government avanded to the Tippit killing, Clemmons and I 
think Wright. That was not original with lane in any event. Or, he^did it all, the 
critics did virtually notMgfi. 

On the paranoia he did net suffer but was all around Mm he was ^spectacularly 
dishonest, and I mean in all respects* A his should be on tape so I von$t go into 
it now, iiemember for the future, this ha:, to io with Mo trip to Arizona or Hew . 

Lexica where he was indigent to find Boxley had follwed Mm. Prom there Garrison \'** f 1 *'* 
says he proceeded to LA, after sending Boxley back to Hew M r leans, which he did \^^}1 

not do. Another Wonderful point is his separation from Baxley, the good ^wrk attributed^ 
to Vincre Salandrla. That also belongs on tape. In gruesome and hilarious detail. ^ 
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He actually knows so little about what he claims to have known personnaly bA 
intimately he has Banister’s office mislocated. He is wrong even on the so-called 
training camps and the raids on them that are an integral part of Ms theory/book. 

It really is all theory, all crap and nonsense \*here it is not ridiculous and as 
usual untenable *n e is even ignorant of all the real work that has been done since 
he foil flat on his isqeeTaoe, makes no refeence to it and instead^ quotes Hurtx and Hurt. 
Great scholarship I 


X do not know what you intend but if it is a review there is nothing' you need 
from anyone else. You'll be reviewing a novel, this book is that detached from reality. 

CXlvU HiAo fivuLO fburn 


Bven on the decision in the Shaw case. Compose his account with the fact that 
the tfury returned with its Verdict in an hour? TJis whole decision tocfcthat little 
time and consideration. 


There is not a single citation to a single Edl record or one of the Cla, 
when there are more than a quarter of a million pages nouf av liable, This is scholarly? 
Ho, it is because he has and had no interest in any fact. X have the 
that he wrote this book long ago, intending self-justifi cation then j 
able to get any publisher interest, To what he could have written 20 
he has added a fe Visitations to Kurtz and Hurt cuid a few references to none where 
Lane cribbed and where he is used as the original source and there is nothing else. 
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x prepared his people, particularly Qser and V* oi^ll, if X rochll the name of 
the other 6’6 l 'er there who was, next to Gser, the one who handled tqist of the ca sdt'J 
and I think recently if not still was United States attorney there, for some of 
their questionings. Kven where they got as a result testimony casting serious doubt 
on the FDX and what it did and did not do, there is no reference, ^ke Frazier 
admitting he removed more metal from 39) tiian he told the Warren Commission. Yet 
Garrison treats this bullet as planted. *oid that without ever reference to Darrell 
'Tomlinson’s testimony about it* 


f4e does an Qtvrall, rewritiii*^history to control it* Particularly about himself, 
he blew the big one and he pretends he did not and that the federal agencies did him in. 
They did not have to* he did it to himself. 


He makes no reference to fora Bethell by name and misrepresents how he got to 
Know and hire him, saying x om awe c^wjon from Washington uhereas s Garrison knew^ 
he come from **bglamd and was in hew Orleans because of his interest in jazz and to 
write a boo# about it. He makes ^tjjok two refe ences to Ms British research er. 

He makes no reference by nairu? to Gurvich, his volunteer second che^Lf investigator 

and caay be one j.ide reference to hom, I r m now not sure, at the s^uae time he still 

treats farewell America as a serious book rather than what he finally knew it 

was, a disinformation by the French UDFGC. He has no reference to the group that 

financed him, Truth and Consequences, not even to it3 existence or help, it does 

not exist so far as tills book in concerned. hj *his f particularly with his gross misQriJ»¥^j^ htfw? 

the phony Indignation he expressed o'Sier Bexley at the Arizona or hew Ai exieo college 
in which he says that b&xley was wasting HIS money, makes it appear that he financed 
his flights of fancy with his personal funds. He didn t* 


Tlie re are pojnts where X think Jfce mixes up the various so-called anti-Castro 
“training camps 1 ’ tlmt in reality were the sucked^bait for scams. There were three 
that I kjow of, besides the cabin raided fotf the explosive! found there. *V refers only 
to one and that was largely a Ijinuteman -type tiling with few Cubans in a total of 
only about 10 men. *et he refers over and ove* again to the heavy alleged passge 
of Cubans through Banister’s office, wliich in an of itself is not substantiated and 
I’m sure is not true. He knows so little about these things he seems to confuse the 
explosives place with camps* was merely a small house on a building lot and they 
never did locate it. I did, without no trouble at all* rfe ijays the FI3X raided it 
because of Kennedy’s policy of ending attacks on Castro. In fact it was raided aft^ 
the complaint of a neighbor I interviewed, concerns because he'd seen those crazies 
bring tlrnt stuff there in a IMiaul trailer and then almost blew the whole area 
up with careJiess trash burning* 


He never does say that his investigators, save for volunteers and one incompetent 
wished off on him by Lane, ttteve Jaffee, later a succesful Hollywood flack, were 
regular members of the Hew Orleans police. They may liave beeb good investigators 
for normal ;olice work but they were utterly lost in tills kind of work. He and they 
were not even able to follow up on what he knew from Oswald in "ew Orleans about 
^loomfield - and they could have won the Shaw case if they had followed it up, as 
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I did years later when it whs first possible for me, vhen X wa in ^mphis . Shaw's 
alibi for the Clinton witnesses who placed Shaw, Oswald and Ferric together is that 
it had been impossible for him to leaWe Jew Orleans because lie was so busy r tinting 
space in the new Trade *%rt. Uy other l£ad on this Was a picture he knew all about 
from the Commission' s records, the people in it identified in FBI records, in- 
cluded the Bloomfield man who vati actually in charge of renting that space, which 
Bloomfield had contracted to do* They did it, not Shaw, 


The e is one area in which he is fair to Shaw, his^^culiarities. Garrison for 
the first tine indicates Shaw's s-m preference* lie did / 'KSk leak to the papers the re- 
sults of the search of Shaw's hone* (Returns on search warrants are publicly available 
and a reporter looked at it. It does not mention wjiat A knew had been observed Jagtht^ 
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was not, mturally, taken. There were two large 4 hooks in the ceiling of Shaw's bedroci t 


Vfhere he does refer to a witness he says inclentified Thorixley as the man in 
lexicon visa line along with a picture of Oswald, I'm glad he did not recall 
my work, first at his request, on identifications. I Interviewed Douglass sjones 
of the Bones Printing Go , , dhlch printed the Hands Off G U ba leaflet Oswald had. Jones 
identified Thomlay in four different Jictures of about a hundred I showed him. I 
then made the only clandestine tape I made, that their request. They had an amateurish 
arrangement of a regular tape recorder inside an attach case, Jt was so primtive 
a contraption I had to turn it on before I entered ?ones 1 place* I got a clear 
enough recording but it was a good thing Jones spoke to me as soon as I got there 
or i;he tape would have run out before I began the interview. Somehow they managed 
to lose the tape and Bexley, who went siith me, claimed the opposite of the truth 
on tills. I then played the tape and .fvon and others heard it. Later I went back with 
Sciambra and interviewed both °ones and Lyra Silver, each separately but in the 
presence of the other. I used the same pictures, li cither could see what * pictures 
shoued the other and they both identified the same pictures of Thornley as the 

one who git the leaflets and both failed to jjick any of the Oswald pictures 

lie claims that Boxley was planted on him and uas working for Cl l stilly aixd here 
he had something tangible and didn't use it. f / *4^ ^ , AMAvl Vux vfiuhn 

f If nobody exposes Garrison in any of the promotions alrec^ly scheduled and in 
some ways already begun, like his “ew Orleans press conferences for the second of 
which he liad Gandolfo with|him, this book, because it is written so well and has 
been made into a rcal-^if^jiovel may sell well. Gandolfo says he is to b^^yUpw 
York day after tomorrow is having a big press conference the ipxt^^y^and that 
he is scheduled for an appearance withTfed Koppel the night after that.^He had told 
me earlier that some of the morning shows, like Today, had expressed an interest. 

If a fieorge iardner is "here and lias read the book, and if he spots the ignorance 
Garrison displays of such basic things as the confusion I've noted between the 
Banister and the old Gabon Evolutionary Gguneil offices and the mislocating of 
Canister's office, it can become the farce it should be. 


From wliat Gandolfo has told me Sheridan Square is spending quite a bit in 
advance promotions* Garrison is being put up in the Plaza in Ew Tork, for example, 
had real spreads in Jew Orleans, from Gandolfo' s description. .. .If we have to 
refer to this, I'm keeping a copy in thw special file I've mad; of the observances 
of the L!bth anniversary* » tide book being one. 


best, 


